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  H.B. 525, H.D. 2 — Relating to Teacher Housing 
 
 
The Hawaii Government Employees Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO wishes to 
provide comments on H.B. 525, H.D. 2, which proposes to establish a teachers’ housing 
program administered by the Hawaii Department of Education, establish a teachers’ housing 
revolving fund, and allow the department to construct a teacher housing facility on any 
campus of a public school. 
 
The HGEA represents thousands of employees who work for the DOE and make less than 
a starting Hawaii teacher’s salary. Some of these employees also work in rural or hard-to-
staff locations. They, too, should benefit from a housing program being administered by the 
department for which they work and deserve to be considered for affordable rental housing. 
If rental housing will be made available for teachers, then the legislature should also consider 
providing “workforce housing” for other government employees regardless of jurisdiction. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on H.B. 525, H.D. 2. 
 

    
Respectfully submitted, 

  
 
 
 
 Randy Perreira 
 Executive Director 
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March 17, 2021 
 

The Honorable Michelle Kidani, Chair 
Senate Committee on Education 
 

The Honorable Stanley Chang, Chair 
Senate Committee on Housing 
  Via Videoconference 
 
RE: H.B. 525, HD2, Relating to the Department of Education 
 

HEARING: Wednesday, March 17, 2021, at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

Aloha Chair Kidani, Chair Change, and Members of the Joint Committees, 
 

I am Ken Hiraki, Director of Government Affairs, testifying on behalf of the Hawai‘i 
Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawai‘i, and its over 10,000 
members. HAR supports House Bill 525, HD2, which clarifies that the Department of 
Education (“DOE”) may construct housing for teachers on a public school campus. Requires 
that housing units constructed or acquired on a school campus after 6/30/2021, be rented at an 
affordable cost to new teachers or teachers teaching in a rural or hard-to-staff location, with 
priority given to teachers employed full-time at the school where the housing unit is located. 
 

According to the Department of Business Economic Development and Tourism’s 2019 report 
on Housing Demand in Hawai‘i, the State needs up to 46,000 housing units to meet demand 
in Hawai‘i by 2030. Ultimately, we have a housing supply problem, and we need creative 
solutions to build more housing at all price points, including for teachers. Land costs is a big 
part of the development costs, so by utilizing public school lands to build teacher housing 
would help address this large cost. 
 

Furthermore, the National Association of REALTORS® Profile of Home Buyers and Sellers 
found that for first-time homebuyers, saving for the down payment was the most difficult task 
in the buying process.  To put this in perspective, the following is the median sales price in 
January 2021, for a single-family home, based on a 20% conventional loan: 
 

County: Median Sales Price: 20% Downpayment: 
Hawai‘i Island $450,000 $90,000 
Kaua‘i $1,030,500 $206,100 
Maui $980,000 $196,000 
O‘ahu $883,000 $176,600 

 

Additionally, according to the Profile Report, student loans and high rent costs were debts that 
delayed savings for a down payment.  By renting at an affordable rate for teachers, this would 
help our teachers save for a down payment. 
 

Furthermore, at a time when our economy is hurting, this is a creative and budget-neutral 
approach to tackle the solution of housing and helping our teachers. 
 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
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Comments:  

A recently published news report described how three teachers from the Philippines 
were recruited and are now teaching on the island of Lana'i.  What a wonderful way to 
solve a teacher shortage, especially in a rural community where newcomers -- 
especially foreigners -- would have a very hard time finding housing.  I'm sure that the 
housing element was a very important component that induced them to come. 
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Comments:  

Senator Kadoni and members of the Education Committee, and Representative Chang 
and members of the Housing Committee.  

The need to build motr affordable housing for our low and middle residents is well 
documented. The cost of land and lack of infrastructure is a major inhibitor. If homes 
can be built on school land and rented at a reasonable cost, to our teachers, it would 
make an impact  on the housing situation. It would also be an incentive for new teachers 
to stay as they pay off student loans and start saving for a home of their own.  During 
my volunteer work assisting teachers in the classroom, I talked to teachers who only 
stayed for one or two years then moved to the mainland where they could find more 
affordable housing. 

On behalf of the advocacy committee at St. Michael's Parish, Kailua Kona, I urge to to 
vote yes on HB525 HD2 
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Comments:  

I support HB525.  We need to do everything possible to support our teachers.   

Mike Golojuch, Sr. 
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